
Unveiling the Mind-Blowing World of
Grasshopper Jungle by Andrew Smith

Andrew Smith's Grasshopper Jungle takes readers on a wild and unforgettable
journey that will leave them questioning the boundaries of reality and human
nature. This science fiction novel delves deep into themes of love, sexuality, and
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the chaos of the universe. With its unique blend of coming-of-age story and
apocalyptic sci-fi, Grasshopper Jungle has captivated readers around the world.

The Plot

Set in a small town in Iowa, Grasshopper Jungle follows the life of Austin Szerba,
a high school student trying to make sense of his complicated love life and his
best friend Robby Brees, who is struggling with his own identity. As the boys
navigate the challenges of adolescence, they inadvertently unleash a plague that
turns people into giant, unstoppable praying mantises.
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The town soon becomes infested with these monstrous insects, leading Austin
and Robby to realize that they hold the fate of humanity in their hands. Together,
they must find a way to stop the impending apocalypse while also dealing with
their own personal demons.

The Themes

Grasshopper Jungle explores a wide range of thought-provoking themes that will
keep readers engaged from start to finish. One of the central themes of the novel
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is the complexities of human sexuality. Andrew Smith fearlessly portrays the
sexual awakenings of his characters, emphasizing the fluidity and confusion that
often accompany adolescence.

The book also delves into the messiness of love and relationships. Austin find
himself torn between his girlfriend Shann Collins and his best friend Robby,
creating a unique dynamic that challenges traditional notions of monogamy and
friendship.

Beyond its exploration of sexuality, Grasshopper Jungle also delves into the
chaos and randomness of the universe. The book raises questions about fate,
free will, and the cyclical nature of existence. It forces readers to confront the idea
that perhaps humans are insignificant in the grand scheme of things, mere pawns
in a larger cosmic game.

The Writing Style

Andrew Smith's writing style in Grasshopper Jungle is fast-paced and raw. The
narrative is interspersed with Austin's random thoughts, tangents, and footnotes,
adding a layer of authenticity and depth to the story. Smith's ability to depict the
confusion and anxiety of adolescence is truly remarkable, making the characters
relatable and the plot gripping.

The author's vivid and detailed descriptions bring the town of Ealing, Iowa, and its
inhabitants to life. Readers will find themselves fully immersed in the world Smith
has created, feeling the terror of the approaching mantises and the intensity of
emotions that the characters experience.

The Impact



Grasshopper Jungle's unique blend of genres and its thought-provoking themes
have earned it both critical acclaim and a dedicated following. The novel was
shortlisted for the Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature
and has been praised for its bold and honest portrayal of teenage sexuality.

Readers often describe Grasshopper Jungle as a mind-blowing and thought-
provoking read that pushes the boundaries of traditional storytelling. Its
unforgettable characters, intense plot, and powerful themes make it a book that
stays with you long after you've turned the last page.

, Grasshopper Jungle is a must-read for anyone seeking a unique and thought-
provoking journey. Andrew Smith's captivating writing style and fearless
exploration of complex themes make this novel a standout in the world of young
adult fiction. Prepare to be both captivated and disturbed as you delve into the
mind-blowing world of Grasshopper Jungle.
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"Raunchy, bizarre, smart and compelling." --Rolling Stone

“Grasshopper Jungle is simultaneously creepy and hilarious. Reminds me of Kurt
Vonnegut’s in “Slaughterhouse Five,” in the best sense.” --New York Times Book
Review
 

In the small town of Ealing, Iowa, Austin and his best friend, Robby, have
accidentally unleashed an unstoppable army. An army of horny, hungry, six-foot-
tall praying mantises that only want to do two things.

This is the truth. This is history.
It’s the end of the world. And nobody knows anything about it.
You know what I mean.

Funny, intense, complex, and brave, Grasshopper Jungle brilliantly weaves
together everything from testicle-dissolving genetically modified corn to the
struggles of recession-era, small-town America in this groundbreaking coming-of-
age stunner.
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