
Verdun: The Left Bank Battleground

Verdun, a small town in northeastern France, is known for being the site of one of
the bloodiest battles in human history. During World War I, the Battle of Verdun
took place between February and December 1916, resulting in an estimated
700,000 casualties. This article will delve into the left bank of the Meuse River,
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where much of the intense fighting occurred, and explore the significance of
Verdun in history.

The Left Bank: A Strategic Stronghold

The left bank of the Meuse River played a crucial role in the Battle of Verdun. Due
to its topographical features, it provided a natural defensive position for the
French forces against the German offensive. The steep slopes and deep valleys
surrounding the left bank made it difficult for the attackers to advance and
provided excellent cover for the defenders.
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The German army, under the command of General Erich von Falkenhayn, aimed
to capture Verdun and deal a severe blow to the French morale. However, the
French, led by General Philippe Pétain, were determined to defend the town at all
costs. The left bank became the focal point of the battle, with both sides engaging
in intense trench warfare and artillery duels.
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The Battle: Trenches, Barbed Wire, and Artillery

Life in the trenches on the left bank was incredibly harsh. Soldiers endured
constant shelling, exposure to the elements, and the threat of enemy attacks.
Trenches zigzagged across the landscape, forming a complex network of
defensive positions. Barbed wire entanglements were strategically placed to slow
down enemy advances, making it nearly impossible for them to break through.

The use of artillery was pivotal in the Battle of Verdun. Both sides bombarded
each other with heavy artillery fire, turning the battlefield into a desolate
wasteland. The iconic Mort Homme (Dead Man's Hill) on the left bank witnessed
some of the fiercest fighting. The hill changed hands several times during the
battle and became a symbol of the brutal nature of the conflict.

Heroes and Sacrifices

The Battle of Verdun produced countless stories of heroism and sacrifice.
Soldiers on the left bank faced unimaginable hardships but remained steadfast in
their determination to hold the line. One such example is the story of Sergeant
Francois Faber, a Luxembourgish cyclist who volunteered for the French army.
Faber displayed incredible bravery and was posthumously awarded the Médaille
Militaire for his actions during the battle.

Throughout the ten-month-long battle, both sides suffered heavy losses. The left
bank became a graveyard for soldiers, with countless crosses marking their final
resting place. The battle hardened those who survived, leaving a lasting impact
on their lives and the entire region.

The Legacy of Verdun

The Battle of Verdun left an indelible mark on history. It symbolized the horrors of
trench warfare and the immense human toll of World War I. The left bank, with its



fortified positions and numerous cemeteries, stands as a powerful reminder of the
sacrifices made by soldiers on both sides.

Today, visitors can explore the battlefields and remnants of the left bank
battleground. The Douaumont Ossuary, a memorial containing the remains of
over 130,000 soldiers, is a haunting tribute to the fallen. The Verdun Memorial
Museum provides a comprehensive overview of the battle, allowing visitors to
immerse themselves in the history and better understand the significance of the
left bank in the conflict.

Verdun, with its left bank battleground, stands as a testament to the horrors and
sacrifices endured during the Battle of Verdun. The strategic importance of the
left bank, the brutal trench warfare, and the resilience of the soldiers all contribute
to the historical significance of this site. As we remember the past, let us never
forget the immense human cost of war.
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A Battle of Verdun specialist explores the lesser-known events of the left bank in
this illustrated WWI history and battlefield guide.

This fascinating study explores the background of the battle and casts light on the
first three critical months of fighting there. It also explains fateful decision to
change the original German offensive plan, extending the action to the Left Bank
of the River Meuse.

Using only original French and German sources, historian Christina Holstein
describes the fighting on the Left Bank and follows the German offensive as it
slowly pushed forward, taking three terrible months to reach its objectives: the
two hills known as Cote 304 and the Mort-Homme, or Dead Man. The French
defense of the Left Bank hills, described by Germans themselves as outstanding,
is also covered in great detail.

With intimate knowledge of the Verdun battlefield, Holstein describes the events
in vivid detail and provides three walking tours through areas of the Left Bank
rarely seen by visitors. This volume also contains more than 150 photographs,
most of which have never been published before.
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