
Veterans And Military Families In The Anti Iraq
War Movement Social Movements

When discussing social movements, one cannot overlook the significant role
played by veterans and military families. In the context of the anti Iraq War
movement, their voices emerged as powerful agents of change and challenged
the narratives perpetuated by the government and the mainstream media.
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The Power of Personal Experience

One of the most influential aspects of veterans and military families' involvement
in the anti Iraq War movement was their personal experience within the military.
Having witnessed the realities of war firsthand, they offered unique perspectives
that resonated with the general public.
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Their stories delved into the human cost of war and highlighted the devastating
consequences it had on both the soldiers fighting on the ground and their families
left behind. By sharing these experiences, they effectively humanized the issue
and galvanized support for the anti-war cause.

Challenging the Government's Narrative

As the government continued to justify its actions in Iraq, veterans and military
families played a crucial role in exposing the discrepancies between the official
narrative and the ground reality. Their first-hand accounts contradicted the rosy
image painted by politicians and news outlets, revealing the true cost of the war.
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These individuals had intimate knowledge of the military's operations, rules of
engagement, and the impact of these policies on innocent civilians. Their
testimonies on civilian casualties and the lack of accountability resonated deeply
with the public, leading to a shift in public opinion against the war.

Organizing and Mobilizing

Veterans and military families were not only vocal about their opposition to the
war; they also actively organized and mobilized within the anti Iraq War
movement. Their organizational skills, combined with their credibility as former
military members, gave them a unique advantage in reaching out to a wider
audience.

They formed organizations such as Veterans for Peace, Iraq Veterans Against the
War, and Military Families Speak Out. Through these groups, they conducted
rallies, protest marches, and educational campaigns that aimed to raise
awareness about the true cost and consequences of the war.

Breaking Down Stereotypes
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Veterans and military families in the anti Iraq War movement shattered the
stereotype that being anti-war meant being anti-soldier. By standing up against
the war, they demonstrated that they cared deeply about the well-being of the
troops and their families.

They argued that opposing the war was not a betrayal of the military but rather a
way to protect the lives and futures of those who served. This nuanced
perspective challenged the prevailing narrative that painted anti-war activists as
unpatriotic or unsupportive of the troops.

Legitimizing Anti-War Sentiment

The presence of veterans and military families in the movement lent credibility
and legitimacy to the anti-war sentiment. Their affiliation with the military gave
them a unique platform to speak out against the war, amplifying the voices of
other activists and organizations.

Media outlets and policymakers were forced to take their arguments seriously,
considering their personal sacrifices and intimate knowledge of the military
apparatus. This legitimized the anti-war movement as a whole and provided an
alternative narrative that countered the government's justifications for the war.

Where Are They Now?

Although the Iraq War eventually came to an end, the activism of veterans and
military families did not stop there. Many of them continued their advocacy work,
focusing on various issues such as veterans' healthcare, PTSD awareness, and
supporting military families.

They formed support networks, initiated legislative campaigns, and worked
towards creating a more inclusive and supportive environment for veterans



returning from war. Their ongoing efforts serve as a reminder of the impact
veterans and military families can have on social movements.

The involvement of veterans and military families in the anti Iraq War movement
was integral to its strength and impact. Their personal experiences, ability to
challenge the government's narrative, organizational skills, and dedication to
breaking down stereotypes made them powerful agents of change.

Their contributions should be recognized as a testament to the importance of
diverse voices within social movements. As we reflect on this chapter in history,
we must acknowledge and appreciate the role veterans and military families
played in shaping public opinion and challenging the status quo.
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Fighting for Peace brings to light an important yet neglected aspect of opposition
to the Iraq War—the role of veterans and their families. Drawing on extensive
participant observation and interviews, Lisa Leitz demonstrates how the
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harrowing war experiences of veterans and their families motivated a significant
number of them to engage in peace activism.

Married to a Navy pilot herself, Leitz documents how military peace activists
created a movement that allowed them to merge two seemingly contradictory
sides of their lives: an intimate relation to the military and antiwar activism.
Members of the movement strategically deployed their combined military–peace
activist identities to attract media attention, assert their authority about the military
and war, and challenge dominant pro-war sentiment. By emphasizing the human
costs of war, activists hoped to mobilize American citizens and leaders who were
detached from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, bring the wars to an end, and
build up programs to take care of returning veterans and their families.

The stories in Fighting for Peace ultimately reveal that America’s all-volunteer
force is contributing to a civilian–military divide that leaves civilians with little
connection to the sacrifices of the military. Increasingly, Leitz shows, veterans and
their families are being left to not only fight America’s wars but also to fight
against them.
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