
We're Killing Ourselves: Jules Verne's
Warning

In today's fast-paced and technology-driven world, it is easy to get lost in our own
pursuits and forget the consequences of our actions. But, as the late science
fiction writer Jules Verne warned us many years ago, we are slowly but surely
killing ourselves.
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Verne, often referred to as the "Father of Science Fiction," is renowned for his
visionary novels such as "20,000 Leagues Under the Sea" and "Journey to the
Center of the Earth." While his works are famous for their adventurous and
imaginative nature, they also contain a sharp critique of humanity's destructive
tendencies.
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One of Verne's most profound warnings can be found in his novel "Paris in the
Twentieth Century," which was published posthumously in 1994. The novel,
written in 1863 but rejected by Verne's publisher, depicts a dystopian Paris of
1960, where technology has taken over every aspect of life, causing severe
environmental degradation and societal decay.

Verne's vision of a future consumed by our own creations is a stark reminder of
the perils of unchecked progress. He foresaw a world where humans, driven by
their rampant desire for advancement, end up destroying their own habitat and
ultimately themselves.

While Verne's warnings may seem far-fetched or exaggerated to some, they
should serve as a wake-up call for all of us. Our current reality shows alarming
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parallels to his bleak predictions.

Take climate change, for example. Verne's concerns about environmental
degradation resonate strongly in today's world, as we witness rising
temperatures, extreme weather events, and the depletion of natural resources.
The consequences of our actions are becoming increasingly evident, yet we
continue to prioritize short-term gains over long-term sustainability.

Moreover, Verne explored the dangers of technological advancements in his
works, warning against their potential to outpace our ability to control them.
Today, we are witnessing the rise of artificial intelligence (AI) and automation,
which undoubtedly bring significant benefits but also raise ethical and existential
questions. Verne's cautionary tales urge us to consider the potential
consequences before blindly embracing these advancements.

Additionally, Verne's novels often depict the societal impact of human greed and
desire for power. In "20,000 Leagues Under the Sea," Captain Nemo builds his
submarine, the Nautilus, to escape the corrupt world above the water's surface.
This serves as a poignant metaphor for how our relentless pursuit of power and
wealth can lead us to isolate ourselves from the dire consequences of our
actions.

As we continue down this path of self-destruction, it is crucial to reflect on Verne's
timeless message and take action to prevent his warnings from becoming our
reality. We must prioritize sustainability, embrace responsible technological
innovation, and foster a global consciousness of our interconnectedness.

Ultimately, Jules Verne's works serve as a reminder that our choices today have
far-reaching consequences. We have the power to change our course and
ensure a better future for generations to come. By heeding Verne's warnings and



actively working towards a more sustainable and ethical world, we can avoid the
tragic fate that he so vividly imagined.
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This brief essay addresses the problems we face in the degradation and
destruction of our planet and the ecosystems.
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