
World War II: Resistance and Collaboration in
the Netherlands Elite
World War II was a trying time for many countries across the globe, and the
Netherlands was no exception. Occupied by Nazi Germany in May 1940, the
Dutch people faced numerous challenges as they navigated through a period of
resistance and collaboration. While the general population played a significant
role in shaping the course of events, the actions of the Netherlands elite during
this tumultuous time are particularly intriguing. This article delves into the
complexities surrounding World War II resistance and collaboration within the
Netherlands elite, shedding light on their unique circumstances and decisions.

The Netherlands Elite: An Overview

The Netherlands elite, predominantly consisting of wealthy business owners,
aristocrats, and influential public figures, held significant power and influence in
Dutch society. These individuals were at the helm of the country's economic,
political, and cultural spheres. In times of war, their decisions and actions carried
great weight, often impacting the lives of the masses.

The Dutch Resistance Movement

As the Netherlands fell under German occupation, a strong resistance movement
emerged. The Dutch people, including members of the elite, rallied together to
oppose the Nazi regime and its oppressive policies. Resistance efforts varied,
ranging from publishing underground newspapers and organizing acts of
sabotage to hiding Jews and Allied pilots.
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Some members of the Netherlands elite played a pivotal role in the resistance
movement. These individuals used their social and political connections to garner
support and resources for resistance activities. By leveraging their influence, they
were able to provide critical assistance to resistance fighters and protect those in
need.

Collaboration within the Elite

However, not all members of the Netherlands elite chose the path of resistance.
Some were swayed by the Nazis' promises of power, wealth, and self-
preservation. These individuals, often labeled as collaborators, aligned
themselves with the occupying forces, working closely with the Nazis to further
their own interests.

Collaborators within the elite contributed to the Nazi administration and its
policies in various ways. Some willingly provided information about resistance
activities, leading to arrests and betrayals. Others profited from economic
partnerships with the occupying forces, seizing opportunities that arose due to the
war. The motivations behind this collaboration were as diverse as the individuals
themselves, ranging from personal gain to ideological sympathy.
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The Moral Dilemma

The role of the Netherlands elite during World War II raises complex moral
questions. When faced with oppression and adversity, should the elite prioritize
personal interests or continue working for the greater good? Did those who chose
collaboration act out of self-preservation or genuine belief in Nazi ideology?

There are no definitive answers to these questions, as each individual's
motivations and circumstances were unique. Some may argue that the elite had a
greater responsibility to resist due to their positions of power and influence.
Others might contend that survival instincts can cloud moral judgments when
faced with grave threats.

The Legacy

The actions of the Netherlands elite during World War II continue to be
controversial topics of study and debate. Many collaborators faced post-war
retribution, enduring public scrutiny and legal consequences for their choices.
Meanwhile, those who resisted are celebrated for their bravery and sacrifice.

Understanding the complexities surrounding resistance and collaboration within
the Netherlands elite during World War II is crucial to comprehending the broader
narrative of the Dutch experience. The choices made by these individuals shaped
the outcomes for countless people, leaving a lasting impact on the collective
memory of the nation.

World War II brought forth countless ethical dilemmas, and the actions of the
Netherlands elite remain a fascinating subject of exploration. Resistance and
collaboration within this group shed light on the intricate choices individuals faced
during times of duress. By delving into this history, we gain a deeper



understanding of the motivations and consequences that shaped the Dutch
experience during World War II.
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Describes and illustrates the full range of Dutch resistance groups and German
and collaborationist counter-resistance groups during the Nazi occupation in
1940-45.

The Nazi occupation of the Netherlands in World War II followed a complex
course, whose scope is not widely understood. It was a great deal broader and
more varied than the much-reported German counter-espionage success against
Dutch agents parachuted in by the Special Operations Executive. From spring
1943 onwards, three Dutch Resistance organizations gained momentum: the
Order Service (OD),the Resistance Council (RVV),and the National Assault
Teams (LKP). In response, the Germans raised collaborationist forces to counter
the Resistance, including the much-feared Landwacht. In September 1944 the
OD, RVV and LKP amalgamated into the Netherlands Interior Forces (NBS),while
Allied troops began to liberate the southern provinces. This allowed NBS forces in
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the south to form Stoottroepen, uniformed and armed by both the British and US
armies. These assisted the Allied advance, while a bloody underground struggle
continued in the occupied north until final liberation in April–May 1945. Illustrated
with rare photos and new colour plates, this book gives a comprehensive account
of one of the lesser-known struggles of World War II.
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